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GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, STRATIGRAPHY COMMISSION 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Geological Society Stratigraphy Commission,  
7th November 2012, at Burlington House, London, in the Council Room. 
 
Present  Apologies 
Prof. A Gale (Chairman) [AG] Dr T Barry [TB] 
Dr C Waters (Secretary) [CW] Dr P Bown [PBo] 
Dr R Knox [RK] Dr A Coe [AC] 
Dr J Powell [JP] Dr D Condon [DC] 
Dr M Simmons [MS] Prof J Cope [JC] 
 Prof. P Gibbard [PG] 
 Dr J Gregory [JG] 
 Dr M Hounslow [MH] 
 Dr D Kemp [DK] 
 Dr A Kerr [AK] 
 Dr J Marshall [JM] 
 Dr K McNamara [KM] 
 Dr M Oates [MO] 
 Prof. P Pearson [PP] 
 Prof. P Rawson [PR] 
 Dr A Smith [AS] 
 Dr C Storey [CS] 
 Dr M Williams [MW] 
 Dr J Zalasiewicz [JZ] 
Angharad Hills (GSPH) made a brief visit to the meeting. 
 
Item 1 Apologies 
 
Item 2 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 8th February 2012 
The minutes were accepted without modification. 
  
Item 3 Matters Arising 
1) All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, especially related to the 
section on British GSSPs. Action ongoing.  
 
2) All to send their views to JZ on the impact on geosciences of Impact Factors. JZ to 
compile comments and draft a short piece for submission to Geoscientist. Action closed. 
JZ was not able to attend.  
 
3) JZ to forward the paper on “Chronostratigraphy and geochronology: a proposed 
realignment” to all members. Action ongoing. JZ circulated to members a draft of this 
manuscript on 9th Feb 2010, requesting comments. A subsequent revised/published 
version has not been circulated.  
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4) JM to approach informally a member of the Science Committee to express the views of 
the Commission on the Ma .v. Myr issue and as whether it is possible for influence the 
decision of Publishing House. Action closed. See Item 6. 
 
5) JZ to produce some ideas as what topics could be addressed at a future meeting on 
episodes of stasis. Action closed. JZ was not at the meeting to discuss ideas. See 
discussion below about format of future meetings. 
 
6) MS, AG and Brian Lovell to contact the GSA with a view to suggesting a joint meeting 
on the topic of Causes of ancient eustatic sea-level change. Action closed. See discussion 
below about format of future meetings. 
 
7) CW to contact Rob Strachan to discuss further the option of production of the 
Precambrian Special Report as an online product. Action closed. See Item 4b. 
 
8) RK to forward a list of E-mail contact addresses and covering letter to the 
Commission for approval before sending to the societies and PGA. Action closed. See 
Item 5b. 
 
9) CW to invite David Loydell to the May Commission meeting. Action ongoing. Given 
the poor attendance at this meeting it was considered necessary to defer to a future date. 
 
10) AS to forward details of Peter Sadler meeting at University of Cambridge. Action 
closed. Information forwarded to Members on 12.5.12. 
 
11) CW to confirm with AG that he sits on the Science Committee as Chair of the 
Commission. If so, JC to draft a letter to Edmund Nickless (Executive Secretary) 
requesting that an alternative Commission representative be invited to attend Science 
Committee meetings if the Chair is unable to attend. Action closed. Confirmation from 
AG that he sits on the Committee and that an alternative attendee would be acceptable. 
 
The Chair expressed his concern about the low numbers attending the meeting, this 
following the cancellation of the Spring meeting. An option considered was whether the 
number of meetings should be reduced to two per year, though it was thought that this 
would not result in improved attendance. It was suggested that many of the protocols of a 
typical meeting should be dealt with via E-mail and that each meeting should focus on 
thematic presentations/discussions, concentrating on scientific issues. It was felt that if 
someone wished for sponsorship/support for a Geological Society meeting, they should 
present their case as part of one such thematic meeting. Suggestions for thematic 
meetings include: a) new proposals in chronostratigraphy, which cover the two in prep. 
publications led by AS and JZ; b) Chalk of NW Europe; c) Silurian GSSPs; d) 
Stratigraphy of the Anthropocene. 
 
Action: All to consider proposal for next meeting to be thematic and to suggest theme.  
 
Item 4 Publications 
4.1 JG was unable to attend, but a progress report was circulated in advance of the 
meeting. RK is an internal reviewer of the Tertiary Special Report and reported that it 
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represented an exceptional piece of work, with 152 figures. He suggested that in its 
current format it would perhaps be more suitable as a Geological Society Memoir, with 
an abridged version used to produce a Special Report comparable to others in Series 2. 
Angharad Hills was asked if this option could be acceptable, which she affirmed as long 
as Chris King approved and if a new proposal was submitted. 
 
Action: AG to contact JG about the possibility of a Tertiary Geological Society Memoir 
in addition to Special Report. 
 
4.2 Special Report Series 
 
There was still some uncertainty as to the nature of the third series. Angharad Hills and 
Neal Marriott have given some thought to the Commission’s ideas for the development of 
the Special Reports series. She has also discussed it with Edmund Nickless, who has 
suggested that the Publications Management Committee needs to have some input. This 
item awaits discussion. CW contacted Rob Strachan to discuss further the option of 
production of the Precambrian Special Report. He would be unable to consider a proposal 
until next year, but would prefer for a hard copy output, with optional web-based product. 
Angharad also informed the Commission that sales for the Cambrian and Carboniferous 
Special Reports were good, certainly higher than experienced with previous Palaeozoic 
reports. 
 
Item 5 GSSC Publications 
5.1 GSSAs and GSSPs 
AS was unable to attend the meeting as he was giving a presentation on this topic at a 
Time-Scale meeting in USA. He anticipates have a revised manuscript available by the 
end of November for circulation and comment. It will be somewhat different to the 
previous version which had been submitted to GSA. The revised version is to go in a 
publication resulting from the William Smith meeting in September, at which AS 
presented this paper. 
 
5.2 Tertiary 
The published PGA article had previously been circulated to Members. RK had hoped to 
raise the topic at Brisbane IGC in August 2012. However, he had been informed that it 
could only be raised if either the Neogene or Palaeogene Commissions had it tabled on 
their agendas, which not surprisingly they did not. RK indicated that he wished to talk 
with PG about the politics of what should be done next, but that he was unhappy writing 
to all the geological societies about this topic. 
 
5.3 Anthropocene 
CW provided an update on the Geological Society Special Publication on “a 
stratigraphical basis for the Anthropocene”. The initial deadline for submissions was 1st 
November and as of 7th November only three had been submitted, though it looks as 
though eight should be ready by the end of the month. Angharad had indicated that she 
was happy that when there are about 6 papers and about 200 pages approved they can be 
published on Online First: http://sp.lyellcollection.org/online-first. Once the first batch is 
published, subsequent papers go in as they are accepted. 
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Item 6 Ma .v. My 
We have been notified that following a change in personnel on the JGS Editorial Board 
and Books Editorial Committee, GSPH are prepared to be more flexible on their house 
style. Guidance to Authors is to be modified on the website as follows: 
 
Dates and intervals 
There are a number of schemes for presenting dates and intervals and much heated debate on 
which is the correct one. The Society will accept either the IUPAC-IUGS recommended scheme 
or the one proposed by its Stratigraphy Commission. Authors may use whichever is their 
preference, but please be consistent. For books, the volume editors might insist on consistency of 
style throughout their volume – it is up to them to let you know which style to follow. 
 
The Stratigraphy Commission recommends that Ga, Ma, ka, be used for dates and that myr and 
kyr be used for intervals of a million and thousand years respectively. On the other hand, IUPAC-
IUGS recommends that Ma and ka mean a million and a thousand years respectively and that 
‘ago’ or ‘before present’ be added if necessary where a date cannot be inferred from context. 
Other abbreviations for year are not acceptable in that scheme. 
 
In addition, uncalibrated 14C dates can be presented in the form xx 14C ka BP and calibrated ones 
in the form xx cal ka BP. 
 
Reference: Holden, N.E., Bonardi, M.L., De Biève, P., Renne, P. R. & Villa, I. M. 2011. IUPAC-
IUGS common definition of and convention on the use of the year as a derived unit of time 
(IUPAC Recommendations 2011). Pure and Applied Chemistry, 83, 1159–1162. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1351/PAC-REC-09-01-22. 
 
Item 7 BGS Stratigraphy Committee 
CW provided an update on progress of the SFC reports as outlined in a document 
circulated before the meeting. He reported that funding for the production of BGS 
Stratigraphical Framework Reports has ceased as from 1 April 2012. The main positive 
developments were that the Palaeogene, Mid Jurassic, Lower Palaeozoic rocks of 
northern England, Lithodemic Intrusive and Lithodemic Non-intrusive reports have all 
been published since the last meeting and are available for free download from 
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/downloads/browse.cfm?sec=1&cat=2 . The Sherwood Sandstone 
Group has been reviewed by MH and Nigel Mountney (Leeds) and JM is revisiting the 
revised Devonian of the Anglo-Welsh Basin report. 
 
Item 8 Geoexposures 
A copy of a paper in PGA was circulated prior to the meeting and JP reported on 
developments. 
 
Item 9 Any other business 
9.1 MS reported that in October he had presented, along with David Smith, at a 
Petroleum Exploration Society (PESGB) training meeting on stratigraphy. It was well 
attended with 35 people, most with little training in stratigraphy. PESGB have no 
intentions of running the course again. MS enquired if the Commission coordinate such a 
training day without the Geological Society imposing high registration fees. 
 
9.2 AS had forwarded news concerning the new continuous publication model recently 
introduced by Royal Society Publishing. 
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9.3 RK asked if Members consistently showed doi in their reference lists for publications. 
There appears to be no consistent approach in journals.  
 
Item 10 Date of next meeting 
Next meeting: 12 noon, Thursday 21st February in the Arthur Holmes Room 
 
Future meetings:  
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----- Summary of actions ----- 

 
Action (ongoing): All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, 
especially related to the section on British GSSPs. 
 
Action (ongoing): JZ to forward the paper on “Chronostratigraphy and geochronology: 
a proposed realignment” to all members. 
 
Action (ongoing): CW to invite David Loydell.to the May Commission meeting. 
 
Action: All to consider proposal for next meeting to be thematic and to suggest theme. 
 
Action: AG to contact JG about the possibility of a Tertiary Geological Society Memoir 
in addition to Special Report. 


